


Broadband is a Green Strategy

• Broadband and equity goes beyond “bridging the digital 
divide” and is a “green strategy” 

• Broadband should be evaluated as a utility 

• Our reliance in participating in the digital landscape will 
continue to grow

• The way we live continue to change and so will our 
communities

• We need to plan for a sustainable, efficient and 
equitable environment



Example: Smart Cities

• Broadband infrastructure and adoption is 
a necessary step in making our cities 
"smart“

• "Smart Cities" uses technology to make 
its programs and systems more 
responsive and communicate 
effectively with related systems

• To fully realize the potential of Smart 
Cities programs and upgrades, 
broadband planning serves as the 
foundation for smart planning



Example: Intelligent Transportation Systems

• ITS can enhance safety and 
productivity

• Intelligent Transportation 
Systems will also rely on 
broadband
• Electronic Toll Compensation

• Ramp Meters 

• Red Light Cameras

• Traffic Signal Coordination

• Transit Signal Priority



Example: Transportation Investments

• Tele-everything will change 
travel behavioral patterns

• Commuting to work may 
decrease, but travel trips to run 
chores may increase

• Can result in less highway 
traffic but more local roadway 
traffic

• Financial investments may need 
to be better aligned



Next Steps for the Digital Action Plan

Milestones Date

Subregional COG Executive Directors Meeting October 26, 2022

Emerging Technology Committee October 27, 2022

Transformation SoCal Working Group November – December 2022

Equity Working Group December 8, 2022

GLUE Council December 12, 2022

1st Complete Draft to the Transportation Committee 

(Or other Policy Committees upon request)

January 5, 2023 

Final Digital Action Plan to Regional Council 

(Approval and Adoption)

Spring 2023



What can you do to bridge the digital 
divide?

• Recognize the divide and recognize that broadband it is an 
essential service

• Listen to and prioritize the community needs

• Communicate, coordinate and build partnerships across all 
sectors

• Incorporate broadband into local plans

• Collaborate with your neighboring cities and develop last mile 
infrastructure

• Outreach to secure affordable subscription rates and devices 
and expand digital literacy



Panelists

• Sunne Wright McPeak - President and CEO of the California Emerging 
Technology Fund

• Selwyn Hollins - Director of the County of Los Angeles, Internal 
Services Department

• Shayna Englin - Director of the California Community Foundation, 
Digital Equity Initiative



Key topics

• What local agencies can do to advocate/initiate for broadband initiatives and 
secure broadband resources

• Critical data or tool kits available to help guide broadband planning at the local, 
county, and regional levels

• The role of local government to enable equitable access and expansion for 
broadband

• Necessary actions to expand broadband infrastructure and adoption

• Pricing and equity

• Grassroots efforts for implementation, adoption and literacy



For more information, please visit:

THANK YOU!

Broadband Planning: scag.ca.gov/broadband

https://scag.ca.gov/broadband


Leslie Cayton

Associate Regional Planner

December 8, 2022



What is Connect SoCal?
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REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN/

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STRATEGY

Connect SoCal is a 20+ year plan with 6,000+ transportation projects, 
a regional development pattern and many supportive programs and 
strategies.



What is required for the RTP/SCS?
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• Integrated regional 
development pattern & 
transportation network

• Reduce GHG emissions from 
passenger vehicles to meet 
targets

• Updated every 4 years

• 20+ years into the future

• Revenues = Costs

• Demonstrate transportation 
conformity

• Public involvement

State Requirements (SB 375) Federal Requirements
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Why meet the requirements?

Meeting our Federal and State requirements is critical for projects in 
the region to receive transportation funding or approval.

• Federal Transportation Conformity
• Required for federal funding or approval of projects

• $41.1 Billion of Federal Revenue Sources in Connect SoCal 2020

• State GHG Emission Reduction Target
• Required by Solutions for Congested Corridors Program and the Trade 

Corridor Enhancement Program

• In 2020, SCAG projects won a total of $925 Million in funding from both 
programs
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COMPLETED 2022 
MILESTONES

✓Draft Goals & Vision

✓Draft Performance Measures

✓Launched Policy Subcommittees

✓Project List (Nov. 1)

✓Local Data Exchange (Dec. 2)

Connect SoCal 2024 Overview

UPCOMING MILESTONES

• Early 2023: Submit draft 
Technical Methodology to CARB

• Spring 2023: General Outreach 

2021 2022 2023 2024



THANK YOU!

See you in 2023!

Anita Au (au@scag.ca.gov) 

Annaleigh Ekman (Ekman@scag.ca.gov) 


